LETTER   LV

ANNE GILCHRIST TO WALT WHITMAN

Marley, Haslemere

England
Aug. 22, ?8o.
MY DEAREST FRIEND:

I have had all the welcome papers with accounts of your
doings, and to-day a nice long letter from Mrs. Whitman,
which I much enjoyed, giving me better account of your
health again, & of your great enjoyment of the water travel
through Canada. So I hope, spite of drawbacks, you will
return to Camden for the winter quite set up in body, as well
as full of delightful memories. If only we were at 22nd St.
to welcome you back & talk it all over at tea! Ah, those
evenings! My friends told me I looked ten years younger
when I came back from America than when I went. And
I am not yet quite re-acclimatized; & what with missing
the sunshine & working a little too hard, was feeling quite
knocked up: so Bee r ^sted on my coming down, or rather
up, here to stay with some very kind & dear friends. The
house stands jjall alone on a great heath-covered [hill, and
below & around are endless coppices, so that you step from
the lawn into [a] winding wood-path, along which I wander by
the hour: and from my window I look over much such a view
as we had at Round Hill Hotel, Northampton, this time two
years, only that with the soft haze that is so often spread over
our landscape, the distant hill looks more ghostly in the
moonlight. My friend is a noble, large-hearted, capable
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